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Bastar is located in the Southernmost part of Chhattisgarh and borders
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Maharashtra. The central part of Bastar is on
a plateau. To the North of this plateau is the Chhattisgarh plain and to
its south is the Godavari plain. The river Indrawati winds ocross Bastar
east to west. A number of different communities live in Bastar such as
Maria and Muria Gonds, Dhurwas, Bhatras and Halbas. They speak
different languages but share common customs and beliefs. The people of
Bastar believe that each village was given its land by the Earth, and in

return, they look after the earth by making some offerings at each

agricultural festival. 9
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