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Rajasthan State Archives ï An Introduction   

Ç Rajasthan State Archives, Bikaner holds & preserves the 
administrative and historical records of 22 princely states.  

Ç The records are available to research scholars, administrative 

    departments of state government, judiciary and public on demand.  

Ç The function of department is to conserve and preserve records, to 
prepare their list and to inspect the record room of government and 
semi-government departments of Government of Rajasthan and to 
provide guidance to them for proper conservation & their 
arrangement.  
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Rajasthan State Archives ï An Introduction   

Ç Apart from this, Department organises seminars, 
conferences & exhibitions from time to time to create 
awareness among the public & scholars. 

Ç  The Department has prepared a descriptive list of records 
& released its own publications too.  

Ç More than 55 books based on original record have been 
published.  

Ç The headquarter of department is located at Bikaner and 
its seven regional branches are at Jaipur, Jodhpur, 
Udaipur, Kota, Alwar, Ajmer, Bharatpur. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE  
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Digitization: Why ? 

Â Felt need for digitization of archival records ( 

land records were not easily available, limited 

contact with scholars etc.) 

Â In 2005-06 with motto of ñArchives at your 

Homeò the story started (75,000 records 

digitized with small amount of Rs.50,000) 

Â Government came up with financial assistance 

of Rs. 2.5 crores in 2008-09. Archives worked 

24U7 for 6 months and made 35 lac records 

online as well as microfilmed them 
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Objectives  

Â Acquisition, Conservation & Storage of historical records of princely 

state. 

Â Conservation and preservation of records by modern techniques. 

Â To provide research material to research scholars on demand. 

Â To provide photo copy of records to research scholars, administrative 

departments of government, court and general public on demand. 

Â Safe storage, listing and inspecting government and semi-government 

offices and suggest remedial methods for proper conservation of 

records 

Â To organize academic activities like seminars, conferences etc. to 

create awareness/interest among general public towards historical 

records 

Â To prepare descriptive lists/publications based on original records.  
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Development of records 

Copper Plates Toji Bahi 

File Microfilm CD and DVD 
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Characteristic of Records 
ü Interrelation  :- Records are formed for specific 

objective. They are preserved for specific objective. 
The objective may be related to law, Administration 
or Cultural responsibility in order to fulfill  objective. 
Therfore record interrelate the history from the 
beginning to the end. 

ü Fairness :- Records are primary production  

ü Kept in the custody of valid owner/successor :- 
The big part of records are generated by court, law 
and different department of the government. In this 
way these are totally different from the personal 
records. They cannot do any change in these as they 
are in the custody of government.  
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